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meagre funds were found to refit and repair it. The infantry
and gentlemen volunteers came ashore, and Hie Guards were
ordered to France. The courtiers forgathered sir Whitehall
to celebrate their experiences in revel and carouse, and John,
fresh from danger and in the flush of promotion, was wel-
comed, we doubt not, in the arms of Barbara. It is believed
that at this time she paid the purchase money which enabled
him to take up the captaincy his sword had gained. We
apologize for mentioning such shocking facts to the reader ;
but it"is our duty, for such was the depravity of these fierce
and hectic times.

In 1673 Louis XIV again made war in person. Conde
with weak forces occupied the Dutch in the nori h. Turenne
similarly engaged the Imperialists in Alsace, The Great King
advanced in the centre with the mass and magnificence of
the French Army. His Majesty quitted Saint-Gcnnains on
May i, accompanied by the Queen, Madame de Monfcspan,
and the Court. It is understood that the presence of the
Queen was indispensable to cover that of the mistress, and
thus prevent scandal arising. The proprieties being observed,
the assemblage arrived in due course at Toxirnai, where
Madame de Montespan, who was with child, gave birth to a
daughter. This happy event having been accomplished with
full decorum, the hero-monarch took leave of his Court and
his ladies, and, attended only by a personal retinue of several
hundred persons, including a sufficiency of painters, poets,
and historians, set himself to the stern business of war, entered
his coach, and tnarched upon Courtrai. All the world
wondered where he would strike. It soon appeared that he
had honoured Maestricht, a strong Dutch fortress garrisoned
by about five thousand men, as the scene of his intended
triumph. He felt his military qualities more suited to sieges
than to battles; and "Big sieges," he remarked, "please me
more than the others/*l Maestricht was accordingly invested
on June 17.
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It will be well for the reader to accustom himself at this
1 Lavisse, Histoircde Frame, vii, 2, 317-318.